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EXPERIENCE MARITIME MAINE BEGINS  
2016 SEASON WITH NEW COORDINATOR 

 
Independent museum professional Jessica Skwire Routhier  
will coordinate project activities through the end of the year 

 
(South Portland, Maine)— Experience Maritime Maine, a multi-regional partnership of 
maritime-related organizations, businesses, and coastal communities, is pleased to 

announce that it has contracted with Jessica Skwire 
Routhier to coordinate project activities through the 
end of 2016. Routhier will plan and lead meetings, 
provide fiscal management and oversight, work to 
grow funding and infrastructure, and act as the public 
point person for this ongoing initiative to promote and 
preserve Maine’s unique maritime culture through 
heritage tourism efforts. 
 
“We are so pleased to have Jessica on board,” said Liz 
Lodge, director of the Penobscot Marine Museum in 
Searsport, which acts as the project’s lead 
organization. “She has a proven dedication to 
promoting and supporting Maine’s incomparable 
cultural assets, and she brings significant nonprofit 
leadership experience to the table.” 
 

Routhier is an independent museum professional, nonprofit consultant, copy editor, and 
arts writer based in South Portland, Maine. She was the coordinator of the Maine Photo 
Project in 2015 and has held past positions at Maine Archives and Museums, the Saco 
Museum, and the Portland Museum of Art. Her contract will run through December 13, 
2016, allowing her to coordinate partner leadership meetings throughout the remainder of 
the year. She will also help to plan a wider event open to all Experience Maritime Maine 
participant organizations on a date to be determined this fall.  
  

Jessica Skwire Routhier. Photo courtesy of the 
University of Maine Humanities Center. 

Celebrate the rich heritage, 
culture, and dramatic natural 

beauty of Maine’s coast. 
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Experience Maritime Maine (EMM) is a free travel planning resource for visitors to Maine.  
The EMM website is a collection of the very best of Maine’s maritime and coastal lifestyle 
activities organized in an easy-to-use format to help visitors plan their Maine vacation.  
 
Among EMM’s major initiatives are: 

 Its participant-driven, interactive website, featuring all Maine has to offer, such as 
visits to historic sites and museums, family-fun festivals, celebrations of coastal food, 
outdoor recreation, art installations, genealogical research, and scenic travel.   

 A series of audio story podcasts (produced by longtime documentary radio and story 
producer Rob Rosenthal), intended to tell the story and deepen the understanding of 
life along the Coast of Maine. 

 Public forums in coastal Maine communities, designed to gather stories and 
determine how EMM can better serve these vibrant maritime communities. 

 Coming in 2016–17: Pre-planned trip itineraries, accessible through EMM’s website, 
that will help travel writers find topics and plan a Maine experience they can share 
with their readers. 
 

EMM was developed by a number of partnering organizations from across the state (who 
now form the Advisory Group), including the Maine Coast Fisherman’s Association, Abbe 
Museum, Maine Office of Tourism, Maine Midcoast Chamber, and more. The project is 
funded by the Elmina B. Sewall Foundation, the Maine Office of Tourism, and the Maine 
Community Foundation with the additional support of partner funders, including Downeast 
Acadia Region, Maine Maritime Museum, Maine Sea Grant, Greater Portland Convention 
and Visitors’ Bureau, Mid-Coast Chamber Council, Maine Windjammer Association, 
Penobscot Marine Museum, Tides Institute and Museum of Art, and the WoodenBoat 
School.  
 
About Experience Maritime Maine 
Developed by organizations from across the state, Experience Maritime Maine is a multi-
regional initiative created to encourage maritime-related tourism by enlivening and 
strengthening the public sense of the vast and exciting array of maritime experiences  
available in Maine. Learn more at about Experience Maritime Maine at 
www.experiencemaritimemaine.org. 
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